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Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening 
to other cultures.  
A high-quality languages education should foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen 
their understanding of the world.  
The teaching should enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in another 
language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in 
writing.  
It should also provide opportunities for them to communicate for practical 
purposes, learn new ways of thinking and read great literature in the original 
language.  
Language teaching should provide the foundation for learning further languages, 
equipping pupils to study and work in other countries. 
 
 
Therefore, at Key Stage 3, our MFL curriculum should: 
 

• serve a cultural and linguistic purpose in that it exposes students to foreign 
language and culture, therefore promoting global citizenship. 

• build on prior learning at KS2 by reinforcing vocabulary, basic grammar, and 
transactional language. 

• allow students to explore diverse topics and more complex grammar, 
allowing them to express themselves in a foreign language. 

• sequence knowledge and skills, build on prior learning and enable students 
to widen their understanding, knowledge and use of a variety of language 
competencies 

• serve to enrich students’ use of their mother tongue through comparison of 
the language and culture of another country. 

• be differentiated, particularly for SEND, to enable all learners to reach their 
full potential. 

• be challenging for the most able as it deals with topics requiring higher order 
thinking, such as the environment and global issues. 

• promote skills transferable to a wide range of careers. 
 
 
 
Through studying a GCSE in a modern foreign language, students should develop 
their ability and ambition to communicate with native speakers in speech and 
writing.  
 



 
The study of a modern foreign language at GCSE should also broaden students’ 
horizons and encourage them to step beyond familiar cultural boundaries and 
develop new ways of seeing the world. 
 

Therefore, at Key Stage 4, our MFL curriculum should: 
 

• serve a cultural and linguistic purpose in that it exposes students to foreign 
language and culture, therefore promoting global citizenship. 

• build on prior learning at KS3 by revisiting many of the same topics in order 
to deepen knowledge and increase linguistic and grammatical sophistication. 

• allow students to deepen their knowledge about how language works and 
enrich their vocabulary in order for them to increase their independent use 
and understanding of extended language in a wide range of contexts. 

• sequence knowledge and skills, build on prior learning and enable students 
to widen their understanding, knowledge and use of a variety of language 
competencies. It also serves to enrich students’ use of their mother tongue 
through comparison of the language and culture of another country. 

• be differentiated, particularly for SEND, to enable all learners to reach their 
full potential. 

• be challenging for the most able as they are expected to be able to 
manipulate language both for purpose and audience. 

• aim to develop language-learning skills both for immediate use and to 
prepare students for further language study and use in school, higher 
education, or employment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


